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Abstract. Hitler’s Nazi regime in Germany before and during World War II utilized information 
technology. The equipment of that era consisted of punch card machines, originally invented by 
Herman Hollerith in the late 1880s. These machines proved their usefulness in the 1890 U.S. 
census. Advances in the technology through the 1930s and 1940s produced electrical devices 
capable of quickly punching, sorting, and tabulating punch cards. DEHOMAG, the German 
subsidiary of International Business Machines, provided the government with Hollerith 
technology.  IBM assisted in this effort and continued to reap financial benefits before, during, 
and after the war. Three sectors of the Third Reich utilized these machines:  industry, military, 
and government. Industrial uses were numerous, including a variety of administrative functions.  
Military usage involved all facets of wartime production and supply. The government took 
advantage of the machines’ capabilities to take censuses identifying aggregates of undesirable 
populations, to determine the feasibility of and implement racial policies, and to manage 
concentration camp labor. All of these applications facilitated the genocide committed by 
Hitler’s regime. 
The author conducted a thorough review of literature related to the subject, including books, 
journal articles, and web-based resources. In addition, the author performed a partial search of 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum archives for information relevant to the 
investigation. Information obtained from these sources was combined to create a comprehensive 
treatment of the subject, including the author’s conclusions based upon the material. 
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